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OCCURRENCE CATEGORIZATION GUIDE 

Utilize this guide to make an initial determination of the significance of the incident being reported. When the 
consequences of the incident are not fully determined or the event exceeds the threshold of more than one criterion, 
then the incident must be reported at the highest level category being considered. Reported incidents will be 
continuously evaluated and re-categorized when additional information becomes available. 

A.	 Operational Emergency (OE): Declaration of an OE is reserved for the most serious occurrences requiring an 
increased alert status for on-site personnel and, in certain cases, off-site authorities in accordance with DOE 
Order 151.1A Comprehensive Emergency Management System. This category will not be utilized by DRI for 
categorization purposes unless directed by DOEINV . 

B.	 Significance Category - 1: Occurrences having a significant impact on facility operations, worker or public 
health and safety , regulatory compliance or public/business interests. 

C.	 Significance Category - R: Occurrences in this category are those identified as recurring, as determined from 
the periodic performance analysis of occurrences across a site. Note, this category cannot be determined by 
the on-site report originator as reference resources are not available in the field. The FM/FMD will re­
categorize an occurrence to R status , if necessary, after conducting an historical records review. 

D.	 Significance Category - 2: Occurrences having a moderate impact on facility operations, worker or public 
health and safety , regulatory compliance or public/business interests. 

E.	 Significance Category - 3: Occurrences having a minor impact on facility operations, worker or public health 
and safety , regulatory compliance or public/business interests. 

F.	 Significance Category - 4: Occurrences having some impact on facility operations, worker or public health 
and safety, regulatory compliance or public/business interests . 

G.	 Heads-Up Notification: When a knowledgeable individual observes any event that may have any impact on 
safe facility operat ions, worker or public safety, health , or public/business interests even if the event may not 
meet significance criteria as an occurrence. A verbal notification must be made to the NSO/EOC within 2 
hours of observing the event. A written report , utilizing this form, will be submitted to the FM/FMD before 
the close of the second business day from the time of the verbal report . The report originator will annotate 
"Heads-Up Notification" in the categorization block of the OOR form. 

Note to Originator: Incidents involving radiological activities require concurrent reporting through the DOE 
Occurrence Reporting System and the DOE Nuclear Safety Non-Compliance Tracking System. Ensure that the 
question related to radiological activity, when affirmative, is answered with as much detail as possible. 
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